Hence, After the Glory ªlls a real gap in the scholarship, using the testimony of the veterans themselves at every opportunity. Constructed from the records of pension petitions, from letters sent home and to the government, and from census reports and newspapers, and leavened with the work of other scholars, this is a meticulous, insightful, and often moving history.
After an introduction that frames the book, Shaffer looks at the war experiences of the veterans. A brief prologue sets the stage for the thematic organization to follow. Six "discernible areas" of struggle emerged for the veterans during the postwar period: "politics, veterangovernment relations, economics, family and marital life, and historical memory" (5). An epilogue offers a historiographical look at the ways in which black soldiers were remembered in both scholarship and popular culture during the twentieth century.
What Shaffer ªnds is not "merely another tale of race" but "a story of gender" (9). Black soldiers fought for what one of them called "Manhood & Equality" rather than the Union or a paycheck. Shaffer found the idea of "manhood" to be ubiquitous in their writing. Although its meaning shifted depending on the context, or "what was being fought over," it stood for many things, "including, but not limited to, money, power, pride, dignity, respect, self-control, citizenship, autonomy, bravery, physical prowess, fraternal solidarity, and patriarchal authority" (5). The struggle for manhood and the privileges and meanings that it embodied was the central purpose of the black veterans. Although their participation in the war gave them added authority in the postwar world, it proved extraordinarily difªcult for them to achieve the manhood that they desired-and deserved.
Veterans just after the war commanded a respect in their community and a prestige that served them well. Compared with those who did not serve in the war, veterans were more likely to be literate, economically stable, engaged in local politics, and mobile. In fact, many of them moved North. Veterans joined the Grand Army of the Republic (gar), sought and won pensions from the government, and sometimes lived in veterans' homes, occasionally alongside white soldiers.
But their struggle was ongoing. African American soldiers had to ªght to earn the same pay as whites during the war and after it. Only allowed to vote after the Fifteenth Amendment was ratiªed, their presence in politics was brief, already eroding by the late 1870s. Any public presence was by its very nature dangerous for black men, especially veterans in the fraught postwar era. When applying for pensions, black men were at a severe disadvantage. Because former slaves often changed their names to claim new identities, and had little documentation, it was often difªcult to establish their records of service. Racial prejudice played a role as well: "Practically speaking, black veterans and their families had a greater burden of proof than white persons had, despite the formal equality of black and white applicants under the law" (130). So it went-two steps forward and one and a half back. Historians of the nineteenth-century urban experience in the United States have long understood that working-class immigrants achieved surprisingly high rates of home ownership. The question-really a raging debate-is how to explain this phenomenon. Were the strivings of unskilled immigrants for home ownership a counterproductive life choice that sacriªced education and health in return for a tenuous hold on property, as Progressive Era critics and later historians argued? Or did home ownership represent a reasonable strategy for weathering the vicissitudes of capitalism and securing social and political status, as more recent scholars have contended? Garb's well-written City of American Dreams includes evidence that could support both sides, though the book sidesteps the value judgments implicit in the debate and instead focuses on the clashes between workers and reformers in Chicago over the "social meanings of property rights."
Desperate to hold onto their investment and home-owning status, unskilled workers wanted the freedom to build inexpensive wooden homes (especially after the great ªre of 1871), to reject expensive city services like sewer hookups, and to rent to income-producing boarders. Reformers, on the other hand, wanted to trump property rights with ªre codes, public-health requirements, and morally imposed occupancy standards. Garb thus presents nineteenth-century home ownership as a contested ªeld in which property rights have economic, social, and, to a lesser extent, political meanings.
Much of the story of nineteenth-century Progressive reform and working-class resistance has been previously told, but Garb offers new and important knowledge. Her most original contribution involves details about how the unskilled achieved high home-ownership rates. Garb uses Cook County handwritten tract books to trace the property history of one block on Chicago's west side in the 1880s, showing the remarkably sophisticated transactions conducted by impoverished immigrants to achieve and then sustain home ownership. She highlights an unskilled Irish bread peddler named Bernard Brophy, who borrowed from
